


Creatures Above and Below
òMysterious, beautiful, and creepy crawlies can 

be found in the deep oceans, mountainsides and 

the ground below our feet. I am intrigued by the 

octopus and squid that can change their color 

and shape to attract a mate, escape from a 

predator or adapt to a small space. This use of 

naturally protective camouflage has inspired 

many of my helmets. I wonder what it would be 

like if humans could wear a 2nd false skin (blue-

ring octopus piece) or a helmet that would 

protect us from disease or from our own bad 

habits (plague helmet and fear of fat helmet).ó   

ðChristy Puetz

What òCreatures Above and Belowó 
artworks can you find in the 
exhibition?

Christy 
Puetz

(Phoenix, 
AZ)

Chelle -o-pus, 
2008

Glass seed 
beads, cloth
10ó x 5ó x 5ó
Courtesy of 

the artist 
.



NATURE AND
MICROBIOLOGY

Christy 
Puetz

(Phoenix, 
AZ)

Blue Ringed 
Octopus , 
2007-2008

Glass seed 
beads, 

thread, 
with Peyote 

stitch
24ó x 25ó x 

1ó
Courtesy of 

the artist

òWhat you cannot see will amaze you. All of 

the germs that might make you sick or cells 

that make skin or leaves are all comprised of 

tiny elements small enough to only be seen 

under a microscope. Before the microscope 

was invented, finding a cure to a new virus or 

bacterial infection was sometimes a costly 

guessing game. Plagues would destroy entire 

villages before a cause or cure would be 

found.  Major plagues of the past have 

definitely helped to shape history and society 

as we know it. The more I studied disease 

patterns, cell growth in humans and plant 

composition, I found that the natural pattern 

(how the cells looked under a microscope) of 

these microorganisms reminded me a lot of 

fabric patterns.ó        

ðChristy Puetz

What patterns can you recognize in 
Christy Puetzõsartworks?



WORLD CULTURES òAlmost every culture around the 

world wears, creates or collects 

beads (wedding ring, chiefõs 

headdress, dance regalia or a 

medal of honor, etc.). The 

traditional stories, use of beads 

and animal or color symbolism 

of the Yoruba of Nigeria and the 

Inuit First People of the 

Northwest United States and 

Canada coasts have influenced 

many of my artworks.ó

ðChristy Puetz

Look at the Foster 
Kindern figures in the 
exhibition. If you made 
your own Foster Kindern , 
what would your figure 
symbolize?

Christy Puetz
(Phoenix, 

AZ)
Fosterkindern

installation 
2003ðcurrent

Glass seed 
beads, cloth, 

and mixed 
media

3 ½-4ó tall, 3ó 
wide

Courtesy of 
the artist  



FRIENDS
òMuch of my artwork is based on personal 

relationships and people watching. I enjoy 

the òrawó humanity of people when they 

donõt know they are being watched or 

listened to. In a way, I see them as having 

a little more courage than I do to be 

themselves with little boundary.  The 

voyeur in me never has a lack of interest 

or subjects to draw from for inspiration. 

The disproportionate bodies and odd 

shapes of my figures focus on the things 

that most stand out about a person to 

me. My figures never have ears, toes, 

noses or all 10 fingersêit just has never 

felt right.ó 

ðChristy Puetz

What do you think stands out 
the most about you?

Christy 
Puetz

(Phoenix, 
AZ)

Kerri , 2004
Glass seed 

beads, 
cloth

14ó x 6ó x 3ó
Collection 

of Judy 
Butzine


